
Faith-Based Partnership

Prepared by

Fr. Ryan Jimenez, Diocese of Chalan Kanoa, Saipan

Tayna Belyeu-Camacho, Non-Communicable Disease Coordinator, Saipan

Presented by George J. Cruz

Past Chairman, Commonwealth Diabetes Coalition

15th ANNIVERSARY APPEAL CONFERENCE

June 3, 2010



What is Faith-Based 

Partnership?

• A relationship based on mutual 

cooperation, responsibility, and 

respect in working together to attain a 

unified goal: Healthy CNMI 

Community



Why is this partnership 

important?

• We cannot do it alone

• Expanding our reach

• Maximizing the “Power of Influence”

• Getting “Community INVOLVEMENT” 

to create an environment of change 



Who are our partners?

• Diocese of Chalan Kanoa (Roman Catholic Church)

• Grace Christian Ministries

• Evangelical Church (Palauan Church)



How did we contribute?

• Policy change within the church setting

• Integration of health information during 

sermon

• Providing access for preventive health 

screening within the villages

• Informs and encourages parishioners to 

attend scheduled health activities



Typical Fiesta in 

the islands…



Most. Rev. Bishop 
Thomas A. Camacho 
addresses the health 
issue of food servings 
during rosaries held at 
the church social halls.



What Next?

• Assist in advocating for a “SMOKE 
FREE Workplace”

• Continue preventive health screening 
at church setting through Wise Women 
Village Project

• Learning community needs through 
the church

• Expand Diocese involvement relating 
to other public health initiative 



How do you establish/ 

sustain a partnership?

• Establish a relationship 

• Develop TRUST

• Communicate frequently

• Keep them informed

• Establish mutual mission/benefit



No two PRIEST are alike!

• Different personalities

• Level of engagement

• Different beliefs; value system



Fruits of our Partnership…

• Pastoral letter supporting Project 10

• Pastoral letter for limiting food on 

church grounds

• Wise Women Village Project

• HPV Campaign 

• Mutual respect



Si Yu’us Ma’ase, Olomwaay, 

Thank You!!


