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Xnpiz 2% Dd
high school youth
were current
smokers
compared to only
36% of US
mainland youth
(YRBS, 1997)
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Adults on Guam
smoked more than
adults in any other
US State or
Terrltory (2003 ‘
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Anyone could buy cigarettes.

AXSOSY 1A
was legal to sell
tobacco to kids

on Guam before
1999.


http://paulflynnmp.typepad.com/.a/6a00d8346d963f69e200e5540136cd8834-pi
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No wonder, our people were dying
from tobaccorelated ilinesses.

Top 3 causes of Caused by
death on Guam: tobacco?
Heart disease \V
Cancer \V/
Stroke \/

Every day on Guam,persondies from &
tobaccorelated disease.



But times are
OKIl y3IA



Since 1999, smoking among Guam
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Quitter Quitter Quitter Quitter

WINNER!  WINNER! WINNER!  WINNER!
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In 2007, smokers who attempted to
guit increased by more than 3 times.

Year Percent who attempted to
quit for at least one day in
the past year

2001 17.0

2002 19.4

l l I 2003 19.6
. . . . 2007 64.7

2001 2002 2003 2007

Statistically significant increase in percent of smokers who attempted to quit

at least one day in the past year



2008 Data: Egmokers (successful
guitters) increased

Year: % Cl n 25

9.5 20
2001 11.8 14.1) 111

(12.4 15
2002 15.5 18.6) 120

|

(11.6 10
2003 14.3 17.0) 119

(11.0 5
2007 14.1 17.2) 90

O I I I I

2008 104 (160 144

22.7) 2001 2002 2003 2007 2008

1st statistically significant increase in successful quitters noted in 2008.



What happened?

Synar (law prohibiting
50 tobacco sales to minors)
started Cigarette tax increased GovGuam policy
45 l DMHSA cessation started adricned

40 l—DEHss_qoume started
Natasha

39 Act passed
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The changing landscape

It iIs now lIllegal to sell or provide
tobacco to minors.

= . N C=
: ~E 21 N
< ) ! TR :

i =T o2 T - S

Vendor inections are onoing, and vendor
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The changing landscape
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1s tip hot line:
475-NEWS
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Tobacco

By Amritha Alladi
Pacific Daily News
aalladi@guampdn.com

Premium cigareties now cost up
t0 $6.99 a pack, and regular ciga-
rettes cost at least $4.25.

As of yesterday, mom-and-pop
stores joined gas stations in increas-
ing the prices of cigarettes, per the
law signed Feb. 5 by Gov. Felix
Camacho, which increases the (-
bacco tax from $1 to $3.

Some customers entered stores
to ask, “Have you raised your
prices yet?” while others simply
walked in, glanced behind the
counter, and walked back out, said
Na's Market manager Smith Bae.

“I'm a smoker. Even me, 1 try to
quit,” he said, a light-green pack of
cigarettes jutting from his own
breast pocket. “It’s very hard.”

As a small store manager, he
said he didn’t understand how a
1ax increase would help people’s
health.

“Why only for the cigarette?
What about the beer?” he asked,
adding alcohol has far more ad-
verse effects than smoking, such
as causing vehicle accid and

worries
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Money for health

The money raised by the new
taxes will go into the Healthy Fu-
tures Fund, a pool of money that
can be appropriated by the Legis-
lature for health agencies, substance
abuse awareness programs and
public safety programs. About a
third of the money will go to the
hospital, the Guam Cancer Trust
Fund and the Guam Cancer Reg-
istry, according to Pacific Daily
News files.

According to Mesa, whose carton
usually lasts her about 15 days be-
cause she’s “not a heavy smoker,”

some other longtime smokers may
find it hard to kick the habit and may
= just cut back on other purchases.
Masako Watanabe/Pacific Daily News/ dn.com il resident Mary Bambe
Store: Mai r Smith Bae assists a customer at Na's Market on

Route 4 in Ordot/Chalan Pago yesterday.

100 soon to tell.

Before the tax hike was imple-
mented, some customers tried to
buy from him in bulk.

Meanwhile, Chalan Pago resi-
dent Liz Mesa, who smokes, said
it would have been hard for people
to buy in bulk before the price in-

- 4 i

bar brawls.

After having changed the price
of cigarettes yesterday, he was wor-
ﬁﬁdlhepriﬁe;p’k:mlybebndfor
his business, though he said it was

Cigarettes wouldn’t have been on
their list of top priorities, she said.

“Most customers knew about the
tax hike thanks to media cover-
age,” said Kyong Duke, a manag-

er at Shine Market in Chalan Pago.

However, for a few disappoint-
ed, even angry, customers, store
owners had to explain yesterday
the price increase was caused by a
change to local law.

slow yesterday, just as one cus-
tomer came in, asked if the price
had been increased, and summar-
ily walked back out.

who sat smoking at the Sunshine
Plaza in Chalan Pago-Ordot, said
yesterday a lot of people she knew
were getting mad about the increase.

“It’s ridiculous,” she said. “Gas
goes up 10 cents and what? Tobac-
co goes up (more than) a dollar?
That’s too much.”

And if the tax hike was supposed
to deter people from smoking, she
said most smokers *‘cannot quit just
like that,” though the price hike
may help a select few.

“Maybe 10, 20 percent will
quit,” Duke agreed. “They’ll be
shocked at
to continue.”

n

first, but they’re going

A As of April

6, 2010, tobacco
taxes went up by
$2.00 a pack.

- This IS 200%
Increase of the
~ previous tax.

1 pack of Marlboros
now costs ~ $6.90.
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Korea Place, Micronesia Mall

- promotes a
SMOKE FREE

LR e
~ environment.

Guam Memorial Hospital

1 ‘Thisisa @

FACILITY SM('I‘I?IHG ’- '-

Smoking on Hospital
- premuses is prohibited |
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Lone Star Steakhouse and
Bar, Tamuning

Smoke Free By Choice

STEAKRIOUSE

T
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SPOT QUIZ: When was the last time
you ate at a restaurant that allowed
smoking indoors?




University of Guam
100% tobaccdree campus

UoG IS
: TOBACCO-FREE

Guam Community College
100% tobacco AND betel nut free campus



GovGuanworkplaces

GOVGUAM
WORKPLACES

NOW TOBACCO-FREE

Executive Order No. 2007-18
mandates all Government of Guam
workplaces be tobacco-free effective
January1, 2008

G [ ho snd Lt O Cruz signed Eracutive Order No, 200718

g M oo of Guam Aplaces B0 Wdaccadres a part of Dhar
cmnmowmmmmmw
B0 employess, residents and viastes. This is In Boe oiih D Advwinistnation's
Hoattvy Guam Inative. This policy correlates with Guam Nobilc Law 2830, e
Notasha Prodection At whch regwiatet smohing W protect the heains of
pioyees 80 DO of Guam's <
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The Department
d&mmummnmwwntuco
Cosvation Quiting, 1 900-CUNTNOW (TH40449) and free medication as long s
funds are avalabie. The Oepariment of Mental Meath & Subatance Abuse,
Provertion & Trawing Banch offers Todacco Cossation Programs. Flease calt
ATT 000 or 477084,

Lot U S5t ur New Your by cating heatier, mmu’nn‘m
mohing 40 that we can ol live longer in 8 healthier Cuam!
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